


TWO R()ADS

A lesson on the choices before us

The Two Roads: A Choice That
Shapes Life

Reading the Illustration

The illustration shows the Apostle Peter teaching beside a lake, with two contrasting roads
stretching before two different crowds. The peaceful setting draws us in, while the roads invite
us to consider the direction of our own lives.

Peter’s teaching posture reminds us that this is not merely a scene to observe. It is a call to
listen, examine our choices, and take seriously the biblical teaching about the road that leads to
destruction and the road that leads to life.

Central thought

The direction we choose matters. God graciously calls us away from self-centered living and
toward the life found in faithful obedience to him.

What the Two Roads Represent

The broad road represents a way of life that follows the crowd without stopping to ask where the
path leads. It may appear comfortable, popular, and unrestricted, yet it gradually turns the heart



away from God. Its end is destruction because it is shaped by self-rule rather than surrendered
trust.

The narrow road represents a deliberate life of faith, repentance, and obedience. It is narrow not
because God is unwilling to welcome people, but because following him requires a clear
direction. This road may involve sacrifice, humility, and perseverance, yet it leads toward true
life and lasting hope.

e The broad road — Popularity, self-direction, and immediate ease can conceal a destructive
destination.
e The narrow road — Trust, obedience, and perseverance lead toward life with God.

A gentle warning

A road is chosen one step at a time. Small, repeated decisions shape our direction long
before we notice the distance we have traveled.

The Attitudes of the Two Crowds

The two crowds can be understood not only by the roads beneath their feet, but also by the
attitudes they carry. The contrast is between a heart that follows the surrounding culture and a
heart that responds to God with humility and trust.



Attitude

Source of direction

View of obedience

Response to correction

Understanding of freedom

Long-term focus

Broad-road crowd

Looks to the crowd,
personal desire, or changing
opinion.

Sees obedience as a burden
or unnecessary restriction.

Resists correction and
prefers comfort.

Defines freedom as doing
whatever seems right in the
moment.

Prioritizes immediate
approval, pleasure, or
convenience.

Narrow-road crowd

Seeks God’s wisdom and
allows faith to guide
decisions.

Receives obedience as a
loving response to God’s
grace.

Receives correction with
humility and a willingness to
grow.

Understands freedom as
belonging to God and being
released from sin’s control.

Values faithfulness and the
life God promises beyond
present difficulty.

The difference is not that one crowd never struggles. Those on the narrow road may stumble,

but they turn back toward God, receive his mercy, and continue in faith. The defining question is

not whether the journey is easy, but whether its direction is true.

Practical Reflection

Use these questions for personal prayer, quiet reflection, or discussion in a church study.
Answer honestly and without comparing your journey with someone else’s.

1. What voices most strongly influence my choices: God’s wisdom, the surrounding culture,
personal comfort, or the desire for approval?
2. Are there habits, attitudes, or relationships that are quietly moving me away from faithful

obedience?

3. Where is God inviting me to practice greater humility, repentance, courage, or trust?
4. When following the faithful path becomes difficult, what helps me remain steady rather than

return to the easier road?

5. What is one concrete step | can take this week to live more attentively in the direction of life

with God?



For group discussion

Share one insight from the illustration and one area where you hope to grow. Listen with
grace, remembering that every believer depends on God’s mercy while learning to walk

faithfully.

Encouragement for the Journey

The narrow road is not a call to earn God’s love through perfect performance. It is an invitation
to trust him, receive his grace, and keep turning toward him. Even when the way is demanding,

no faithful step is wasted.

Let the picture of Peter teaching beside the lake remain a quiet reminder: do not choose a path
simply because it is crowded or easy. Listen for God’s direction, walk with humility, and continue

toward the life he gives.



