King Herod in his Generations

King Herod who beheaded John the Baptist is commonly identified as Herod Antipas,
the son of Herod the Great.

Background on Herod Antipas

e Herod Antipas rules as tetrarch of Galilee and Perea during the time of Jesus.
e He is known for his political ambitions and for being a key figure in the New Testament.

Beheading of John the Baptist

e The event occurs as a result of a request made by the daughter of Herodias, Herod Antipas's
wife.

e Herodias holds a grudge against John the Baptist for condemning her marriage to Herod,
which was considered unlawful.

e After John publicly criticizes their marriage, Herodias plots to have him killed.

e During a banquet, Herodias’ daughter dances for Herod, who promises to grant her any
wish. She asks for John the Baptist's head on a platter, leading to his execution.

Biblical References

e The account of John the Baptist's beheading is found in the Gospels of Matthew (14:1-12)
and Mark (6:14-29).
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e These passages detail the events leading up to the beheading and the motivations behind it.

Historical Context

e Herod Antipas's actions reflect the political and social tensions of the time, including the
influence of powerful women and the role of prophetic voices in society.

e The beheading of John the Baptist is often viewed as a significant moment in the narrative
of the New Testament, foreshadowing the fate of Jesus.

There are several men in the New Testament referred to as “Herod.” These Herods were part of a
dynasty, a partly hereditary, partly appointed line of rulers over Israel during the days of the
Roman Empire. Unlike other previous kings of Israel, the Herods were appointed by the Roman
emperors and the senate.

The first of the Herods is often known as “Herod the Great” and is the one who sought to kill
Jesus in Matthew 2 by slaughtering all the infant boys. This Herod also tried to enlist the wise
men to reveal the whereabouts of the baby Jesus.

A son of Herod the Great was Herod Antipas is referred to as Herod the tetrarch (Matthew 14:1;
Luke 3:1). The word tetrarch signifies that one who governs a fourth part of a kingdom. His father
Herod the Great divided his large kingdom into four parts and bequeathed them to his sons, an
action confirmed by the Roman senate. This Herod Antipas was tetrarch of Galilee, the part of
the kingdom assigned to him. He is the one Jesus was sent to during His trials and eventual
crucifixion (Luke 23). This same Herod Antipas was the Herod who had John the Baptist
murdered (Matthew 14).

Herod Agrippa | was the grandson of Herod the Great (Acts 12). It was he who persecuted the
church in Jerusalem and had the apostle James, the brother of John and son of Zebedee, put to
death by the sword. By the hand of Herod Agrippa |, James became the first apostle to be
martyred. Two of Agrippa I’s daughters were Bernice and Drusilla, mentioned in Acts 24 and Acts
25.

Agrippa’s son, Herod Agrippa ll, was instrumental in saving Paul from being tried and imprisoned
in Jerusalem by the Jews who hated his testimony of Jesus as the Messiah. King Agrippa, out of
consideration for Paul being a Roman citizen, allowed Paul to defend himself, thereby giving Paul
the opportunity to preach the gospel to all who were assembled (Acts 25—26). Agrippa Il was the
last of the line of Herods. After him, the family fell out of favor with Rome.
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