The difference between a Pharisee and a Sadducee

To understand the differences between Pharisees and Sadducees in the Bible, consider the following points:
· Religious Beliefs: Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the dead, while Sadducees did not.
· Scriptural Authority: Pharisees accepted both the Torah and oral traditions; Sadducees adhered strictly to the written Torah.
· Social Status: Pharisees were more popular among the common people; Sadducees were often associated with the priestly and wealthy elite.
· Political Influence: Sadducees had significant political power and collaborated with Roman authorities; Pharisees focused on religious law and community.
· Interpretation of Law: Pharisees emphasized a more flexible interpretation of the law; Sadducees maintained a literal interpretation.
· Role in Early Christianity: Pharisees played a significant role in the development of Rabbinic Judaism; Sadducees largely disappeared after the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE.
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What Is the Historical Context of the Pharisees and Sadducees?
The rise of the popular sects of Jewish thought present during the earthly life and ministry started after the exile. The Babylonian empire conquered the southern kingdom of Judah in 597 B.C. and carried many Hebrews off. Some estimates are that as many as a quarter of Judah’s population were carried off, mostly the young and the healthy.
The Books of Daniel, Ezekiel, Lamentations, and Jeremiah all touch on this event and its ramifications. The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah address the return and the rebuilding of Jerusalem, including the second temple. The Book of Esther addresses what happened to some of the Jews who stayed in Babylon and did not return.
When the second temple was built, it was not as magnificent as Solomon’s Temple, and certain traditions and thoughts had been lost during the exile. Some habits and customs were brought back from Babylon, such as certain practices around hand–washing. This period changed the way the Hebrews worshipped. It was during this period of re-grouping, re-organizing, and renewal that certain thinkers arose who started the sects known as the Pharisees and the Sadducees. While they were not the only sects that rose to prominence, they were dominant in Jerusalem and came into conflict with Jesus the most in the Gospels.
Who Were the Sadducees?
When the Second Temple was built, there was a need for people to fill roles to ensure religious rituals were finished. They were responsible for conducting sacrifices. During the Jewish festivals, they took prominent, visible roles in the culture and the religious rites of sacrifice, many of which were mandated in Leviticus.
It could be seen as a priestly class in Israel, though not exclusively. They were considered high-status individuals, and often dealt with and had good relationships with the Romans after the nation became a part of the Roman empire. Many embraced Hellenization, which was the process of becoming more like the Greeks and the Romans. They could hold administrative or representative positions in the government. Some of them held positions in the army, collected certain taxes, and could solve domestic conflicts. Like the Pharisees, they served in the Sanhedrin - the tribunal of elders.
The Sadducees held beliefs that differed from the Judaism practiced before the exile, and differed from the Pharisees. Rather than maintaining the oral tradition of the Torah, they believed it should be written down. Notably, the Sadducees did not believe in an afterlife or a supernatural realm. They did not believe the soul went on after death, or in the existence of angels. In one of their most notable conflicts with Jesus, they tried to trick him with a question about Heaven, because they did not believe it existed. They also believed exclusively in the power of humanity’s free will, rather than in destiny or God foreordaining anything.
Who Were the Pharisees?
The Pharisees also rose to prominence in the wake of the building of the Second Temple and the return from exile. They actually came about as a political movement. After the return from Babylon, there were still forces that would come and conquer Israel, which would have to resist influence. A family called the Maccabees successfully fought back the Greeks. When one of these Maccabees, John Hyrcanus, became the high priest he influenced both political and religious authority. They were considered heroes and were popular among the people because of their resistance to the Greeks.
In many ways, their beliefs were in direct conflict with the Sadducees. They believed in the oral Torah, the books of wisdom, and the prophets. They believed in an afterlife and the supernatural realm. While they did believe people exercised free-will, they believe God possessed foreknowledge of human destiny. They believed in the immortality of the human soul, but not in a resurrection of the body. The Pharisees saw Jewish practice as something that should inhabit the daily life of a Jewish person, and that it should be practiced outside the Temple.
Because of this view, they began to develop strict interpretations of the Law, even where rules were not present. They lived their lives based on these strict rules about cleanliness, work on the Sabbath, what material to wear, and many other daily tasks.
In one of their notable interactions with Jesus, He admonished them for tithing so literally they tithed exactly 10% of the leaves on their mint plants, but did not extend love to others, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others” (Matthew 23:23). This strict lifestyle is one of the features highlighted the most in the Gospel.
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